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Boneseed (Chrysanthemoides monilifera 
subsp. monilifera (L.) T.Norl.) appears to 
have been a popular although isolated 
garden plant on the Eyre and Yorke Pe-
ninsulas, where it has since escaped and 
established wild populations. Infestations 
in the Eyre and Yorke regions are the west-
ern most in South Australia and despite 
being recorded in twenty nine locations, 
currently impact an area of less than 190 
ha of bushland. Boneseed is growing in 
northern mallee areas with rainfall as low 
as 200mm and in areas of up to 500mm of 
rainfall in blue gum, Eucalyptus petiolaris 
(Boland) Rule, and sugar gum, E. cladoca-
lyx F.Muell, country in the south.

The first recording of boneseed on 
Eyre Peninsula was in 1985, where it 
was recognized growing in an old town-
ship and on an adjacent rail reserve. The 
majority of boneseed infestations on the 
Eyre and Yorke Peninsulas occur in na-
tive vegetation on roadsides, on public 
reserves and on private property. Com-
monly escaped from gardens, this weed is 
spread by animals, wind or water. Birds, 
including emus (Dromaius novaehollandia) 
and animals such as foxes (Vulpes vulpes 
L.) are contributing to the spread of the 
seed. 
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The majority of boneseed control in the 
Eyre and Yorke regions is carried out an-
nually by hand pulling of plants in bush-
land areas, with some targeted spraying 
in areas of prolifi c germination. In January 
2005, bushfi res completely burned a ma-
jor boneseed infestation on southern Eyre 
Peninsula. The high fuel load at this blue 
gum site, estimated at 5–7 tonnes per hec-
tare, meant the native vegetation burned 
much longer and hotter than surrounding 
areas. All mature boneseed plants were 
killed and seeds were presumed destroyed 
by the intense fi re. However, boneseed 
seedlings appeared along the edge of Pil-
laworta Creek 10 months later. 

Heightened community awareness 
of the threat of boneseed and increased 
support for control is an important goal 
of the Eyre and Yorke Peninsula Natural 
Resources Management (NRM) Boards. In 
2007, all 190 ha of boneseed are targeted 
for initial control. The control of all stand-
ing plants and the elimination of existing 
seed sources on Eyre and Yorke Peninsu-
las will be a major achievement over the 
next ten years. Work towards this goal will 
be possible through a project funded by 
the Australian Government’s Defeating 
the Weed Menace Program in 2007/2008. 

A ten year Boneseed Management Plan is 
being developed for both NRM regions 
with the aim of developing a national 
Western Boneseed Containment Line. 
All boneseed plants west of the contain-
ment zone will be destroyed. Landhold-
ers will be engaged to apply follow-up 
control over the ten year period and the 
NRM Boards will be responsible for long-
term coordination of continued control. 
Offi cers of the NRM Boards will ensure 
that all landholders, those with boneseed 
infestations and those adjoining these in-
festations, are aware of the plant and will 
undertake annual inspections of suspect 
areas and eradicate any plants found. It 
is anticipated the Western Boneseed Con-
tainment Line will protect the western re-
gions of South Australia and all of Western 
Australia by eliminating the seed source 
and preventing further spread. 
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